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Fort Pillow State Historic Area

is a 1646-acre park overlooking the Mi55i55iPPf River. In
1861, the Confederate Army built extensive fortifications
here and named the site for General Gideon J. Pillow of
Maur{.j C.ountg, Because of its 5trateg|'c |ocatior"|, the
Union Army overwhelmed the fort and controlled it dur-
ing most o the war. Mang 01': the originat brea:stwork(:a
remain in good condition and the extensive arehaeo!og—
ical study and excavations have allowed the reconstruc-
tion of the inner fort, defended bq the Union troops in
the 1864 battle. :

Campin

Fort Pillow has two different c.amPing areas. The Fami[;.j
CﬂmPing area has 40 sites and accommodates tent
campers, small trailers and small RVs. There are no electri-
Cal orwater hooicups but t|'1r: c.ampgrou nd clocs have rest-
rooms, and modern bathhouses. The Chickasaw Bluff
Cam ing area is availa}:)[e or"||3 b}j hiidng, It overfooks the
Mi55|55|'PPi River and has water, fire rings and Primitive
restroom facilities. A Permit s required forits use.

Group Camping

The group camp area can handle up to 200 campers
anc] i5 aVai abiﬁ FOF organizec[ gI'OL.lP5 5L1C,|"I as scout
troops and church organizations, The site may be

reserved through the Park office.

Museum

The InterPretivc Center and museum houses a number
of Civil war displaBS relative to the battle at Fort Pillow.
ltems on dis !aB include cannons, memorabilia related
to General Forrest and artifacts found on the Park, A
film interPreting Pari( |'1|'5t0n.j is also Provided. Visitors
can also get maps, camPing Permits, trail inFormation,
anc] other inFol‘mative brochure:s,

Gift Shoif
The Gift 5 op has books, hats, Pins, F[ags and other
souvenirs relati ng to the Civil War Period.

Picnic Pavilions and Playgrounds

A Picm’c areais eclui]:)Ped with tables and gri”s, Water is
available on site and there are also restrooms for visi-
tors’ use. The area also has a we“—ecluipped Pia‘j‘
grouncl, A Picnic Pavi!iorl is available for use and may be
reserved through the Park office. x

Boating and Fishin

The pa rkis home to Fort Pillow Lake, a 25-acre lake that
features gooc[ Fishing for bass, bream, crap ie and cat-
fish. A small {:ishing Pier is located on the Eke. A free
boat launch ramp is on the lake and Private boats are
Wt‘.lCO[‘I'It'..

Hiking

There are 15 miles of hiking trails, many of those miles
Para"elin% the earthwork fortifications at the site. On
some trails, Permits are requirecl and can be obtained
from the Park office a|ong with maps of all the i‘lii(ing

trails.

Planned Programs

Most of the interpretive programs at the park are devel-
oPecl to enhance the unc[er:atanclirlg of the American
Civil War as it relates to the occupation of both
Confederate and Union forces at Fort Pillow. Nature
and recreational programs are Presented during the
summer months or UPcin request. i

Annual Events
® Civil War Re-enactments, APri| and November

Nearbg Attractions
® Alex Haleg Museum, f'ier'lningJ TN, 3 miles
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